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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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 John Usas Chair                         Rick Wright  Co-Chair                     Kelly Flaskerud , Secretary                    

937-878-6296 740-626-2382                                     410-703-1512              

wdssteward@gmail.com      Redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com            

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                                                                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor

  740-988-2073                                                                                   740-851-9127

 jmeach42@gmail.com                                                                       tshoe140@horizonview.net                     

NOVEMBER 10th

We had a feast at our 10 November “SOFA Farmer’s Market and Auction!”  Twenty-two people 
shared a meal of kraut and pork, chicken tenders from KFC, pizza, green beans from the garden, fresh 
egg salad, three kinds of casseroles, cookies, and cinnamon cake.  We made a donation to the Lion’s 
Club for our use of the space which was much appreciated.  

In new business, the Christmas Dinner will be held on 8 December at the Fish and Game Club 
in Waverly.  Information regarding the dinner (meal will include roast beef and chicken, plus two sides,
salad, dessert, and drinks) has been mailed out. The cost will be $20 per person and members should 
feel free to bring guests.  Please RSVP no later then December 1st.  You are encouraged to mail your 
dinner and your 2023 membership dues together, you can put them on the same check.  We will have 
our traditional “steal-a-gift exchange” at the party, so please bring one wrapped gift for each person in 
your party (so your guests can participate too!). Participation is voluntary. 

The auction was a rousing success!  The total sales for items such as jewelry, maple peanuts 
(they’re absolutely delicious), books, art prints, heated lunchboxes, coolers, ceramics, a battery-
powered chainsaw, blown glass items, handmade toolboxes, a beautiful glass candle holder nestled in a 
tree root, fresh pears, maple syrup, handmade boxes, date bread, handmade wall sconces, Stuart’s DVD
collection, and a day’s worth of work from our own Tree Monkeys, Rick and his side kick, Roger. We 
raised funds for our Camp Canopy scholarship fund!  In addition, Jim sold several SOFA hats and tee 
shirts after the meeting.

Thanks to everyone who brought items to be auctioned and to everyone who bid.  Keep your 
peepers peeled on the Facebook page for pictures and additional details regarding upcoming meetings 
and the Christmas party.

Kelly

DIRECTIONS: PIKE CO. FISH & GAME CLUB(Located near North end of Lake White): 
 From downtown Waverly, Ohio at the intersection of US Rt. 23(West Emmitt Avenue) and Ohio

Rt. 220(North Market Street) turn north on Rt. 220, go 2.8 miles, turn right on Fish and Game Road (if 
you get to Ohio Rt. 552, you went to far). Follow Fish and Game Road for 1.2 miles, stay left at Cox 
Road intersection; stay right at Morris Road intersection. The Club will be on your right at :
2109 Fish and Game Road, Waverly Oh 45690.
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Tis The Season!

I woke up this morning and there was a damp chill in the air and flurries of sleet were falling. The hills 
have taken on a grayish barren look with a just a flush of oak leaves left here and there. If I may borrow a phrase 
from the Bible; “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: (Ecclesiastes 
3:1 NIV). I hear people talk about the impending cold and winter coming and many look at it with dread and 
trepidation, but I can tell you that I fully embrace the cooler months and I love the many aspects of fall and 
winter as much as I do the warmer months. This is my season of wonder. 

So many things are happening in nature that are essential to our ecosystem. They happen quietly and 
unseen by many, but they are a part of the great design. It is a season of harvest above all things. All the fauna 
have sprouted, grown, went through reproductive cycles and failed or succeeded in reproducing. It appears this is
their time to sleep, but slumber does not mean life stops. As seeds fall the creatures harvest them for survival. 
Animals build up their strength for winter survival from this bounty. Yet the plants are doing the same. Their 
growth shifts from the visible to the invisible. They are hardening off new growth and establishing strong roots 
(This is an excellent time to fertilize your woody shrubs, lawns, and fruit trees.) The Maple trees are storing 
sugar in their roots for use in the spring growth cycle. This is of particular interest to me as a Maple syrup 
producer. 

Deer are going through their reproductive cycles so fawns may be born in the spring when food abounds. 
The stream inhabitants are busy as well and fish are feeding hard to build up fat reserves. Fall is when female fish
start producing the eggs within their ovaries that will be laid in the spring. A single female fish can produce up to 
250,000 eggs, it takes time and nutrients. I particularly like fishing in the fall as the largest fish are usually female
and they are feeding heavily now and thus I catch some of my biggest fish in the fall. 

This is hunting season when hunters put wild game in their freezers. Before we become alarmed at the 
fact that we are harvesting from the land we should understand that sound management practices dictate that 
harvest is restricted to the surplus. Natural mortality dictates some of our wild friends will not make it through 
the winter and this is also a part of the design, to weed out the weak. There is enough to feed the wild critters and 
us alike, and still be enough for the continuation of all things around us. It is the miracle of creation and the 
wonder of design before us every day. This is also a part of our legacy, that we take only what is ours to take and 
not only leave enough for future generations but protect and prosper it. A man cannot take without putting back 
and expect this to be there for the generations that follow. 

This is the season to look at our resources with open eyes. We can look through the fields and woods 
undressed and see what is there and what is missing. It is a time that the hidden and missing are revealed. This is 
the time to take inventory and make plans. This is the season to look deep into the world around us and as we sit 
warmly snuggled up on our sofas (yeah pun intentional) and make great plans for how we will not only reap great
things from nature but make great plans to prosper it,

“It's not what you take but what you leave behind that defines greatness.” 
― Edward Gardner 

By Dana F Schmidt

They Walk Among Us! ..

My sister has a lifesaving tool in her car designed to cut through a seat belt if she gets trapped. She keeps it in the trunk.

One day I was walking down the beach with some friends, when one of them shouted, "Look at that dead bird!"
Someone looked up at the sky and asked, "Where?"

Our annual meeting / Christmas dinner will be held on Thursday December 8th, at the Pike County Fish & Game Club on 
Fish & Game Rd, off St Rt 220 by Lake White. Get your RSVP, back to Jim by December 1st, also we will post on 
Facebook to keep you up to date.
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Fayette
740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester  Jackson, 
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester  Clinton, 
Highland, Pike,
 Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr  ,state.oh.us

Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest 
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu

Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net

Dave Apsley, 
Nat’l Resource Specialist        
 740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu   

Jerermy Scherf, ODNR 
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands 
Biologist  937-347-0925
 emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us 

It's time! Here is a reminder called the 
“FIREWOOD POEM”

Beechwood fires are bright and clear
If the logs are kept a year,
Chestnut's only good they say,
If for logs 'tis laid away.
Make a fire of Elder tree,
Death within your house will be;
But Ash new or ash old,
Is fit for a queen with crown of gold
Birch and fir logs burn too fast
Blaze up bright and do not last,
it is by the Irish said
Hawthorn bakes the sweetest bread.
Elm wood burns like churchyard mold,
E'en the very flames are cold
But Ash green or ash brown
Is fit for a queen with golden crown 
Poplar gives a bitter smoke,
Fills your eyes and makes you choke,
Apple wood will scent your room
Pear wood smells like flowers in bloom
Oaken logs, if dry and old
keep away the winter's cold
But Ash wet or ash dry
a king shall warm his slippers by. 

Hmmmm....It seems Ash, new or old, green or brown, wet or dry seems to 
be the authors favorite! Whatever species you use, this is the season to enjoy
the warmth of natures gift of wood. 
Whoever said that cutting firewood warms you twice, was only an observer 
and not the one who worked the woodlot for their winter wood!

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the newsletter!

 
It is a private group, so you may want to register. After registering you will be able to post entries.
This will enable us to put out immediate information, such as cancellations, or other plan changes.
In order to register, open Facebook search for “S.O.F.A.” There you will be able to join the group. 

SOFA T Shirts and Hats
We have T shirts with trees and the SOFA emblem on them as well as hats with the SOFA emblem on them. 
They are great to get the word out about our forestry group. If you are interested in purchasing a shirt or hat, 
contact any officer and we will make arrangements to get them to you, or better yet, attend a meeting and 
purchase there!
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A Note to all Members/ active and inactive 

There are a lot of reasons that many members are not able to attend our monthly meetings. That being 
said, we miss you, and hope you are well. We would like to hear from you, to know that you still have an interest in
our group, and what is going on in your world. There will be a place in the newsletter to publish your message 
(only if you give permission) to let everyone know about you. The weather is changing in southern Ohio, so sit 
down and drop a few lines to me. Email tshoe140@horizonview.net 

A note from Jim Savage :

I hope that all is well with you.  I saw your invite in the newsletter for information on those of us who have not been 
attending SOFA meetings.  I am certainly one of those people.
 I suffered a mysterious back injury in July of 2021, spraying invasives with a helper.  It’s been quite an ordeal, not 
being able to receive a definitive diagnosis until this summer at the Cleveland Clinic.  I had to stop all legal work.  I resigned
from the Tree Farm Committee.
 The good news is that after over a year, I am finally starting to feel better.  After being homebound for over a year, I 
finally made it down to my tree farm a couple of weeks ago.  I met with Mark Rickey and the young man who is replacing 
him, toured the farm, and identified projects.  There is always something to do!
 In the meantime, I have been reading the monthly SOFA newsletters and hope to soon be in a position to attend 
some meetings.  Although not present at my farm, I have been keeping up on improvement projects, mainly killing 
invasives.  After 4 summers of spraying (1999 – me alone; 2020 – me alone; 2021 – with a forestry student; 2022 – forestry 
student by himself), we have really made a dent in the invasives.  Stiltgrass remains the biggest challenge but I learned that 
pre-emergent spraying, using the chemical mix recommended in the Penn State extension publication, is very effective in 
suppressing it.  I’m surprised Dave didn’t mention pre-emergent spraying in his article on stiltgrass in the newsletter.  I 
would be happy to share what I have learned about suppressing stiltgrass. 
 In addition, I suffered another walnut loss in the same plot where local thief Robert Silcott cut and went to prison a 
few years ago (note – I have been keeping track of him and he is back in prison, this time until October 31, 2023).  This 
time, it was by AEP’s latest power line contractor, Wright Tree Service, who unilaterally decided to conduct chain saw 
training on my property by cutting perfectly healthy trees nowhere near the power lines running along the other side of the 
road.  In preparation for suing Wright Tree and AEP, I have learned a lot about easements and what landowners can do to 
protect themselves, information I’d be happy to share.  By the way, in October of last year, my law partner successfully got a
large judgment in Ross County Common Pleas court for Scioto Land Company and against Joshua Knauff for treble 
damages, and in addition, punitive damages and attorney fees for intentionally stealing walnut trees.  I hated not being able 
to try the case myself, but it is good to have precedent in Ross County for recovering damages for timber trespass.
 I hope that all is well with you and thanks for reaching out!  I really look forward to re-engaging with you and other 
SOFA folks as my health permits.
 
Best,
 

Jim Savage

Tentative SOFA Meetings 2023
January There will be a notice about a Maple Syrup day on Facebook (no regular meeting)
February      Reptiles
March Prescribed Burns
April Kincade Fish Hatchery (Saturday)
May Trip to Camp Perry
June Kate Roy Farm Tour
July-October   TBA
November Action / fund raiser
December Annual Meeting / Christmas Party
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Here's why you should not GOSSIP:
In Ancient Greece, Socrates had a great reputation of wisdom. One day, someone came to find the great 

philosopher and said to him:
“Do you know what I just heard about your friend?”
 A moment, replied Socrates. “Before you tell me, I would like to test you the three sieves.”
“The three sieves?”
“Yes,” continued Socrates. “Before telling anything about the others, it's good to take the time to filter what you 
mean. I call it the test of the three sieves. The first sieve is the TRUTH. Have you checked if what you're going 
to tell me is true?”
“No, I just heard it.”
“Very good! So, you don't know if it's true? We continue with the second sieve, that of KINDNESS. What you 
want to tell me about my friend, is it good?”
“Oh, no! On the contrary.”
“So,” questioned Socrates, “you want to tell me bad things about him and you're not even sure they're true? 
Maybe you can still pass the test of the third sieve, that of UTILITY. Is it useful that I know what you're going to
tell me about this friend?”
“No, really.”
“So,” concluded Socrates, “What you were going to tell me is neither true, nor good, nor useful. Why, then, did 
you want to tell me this? Gossip is a bad thing.”

A Redneck goes to Ireland   by Tim Shoemaker

Most of you know Betsy and Ramie, and you know that they moved to Ireland a couple of years ago. 
Their daughter Mimi, Son-in-law Owen, and Grandson Logan live on a farm there. This ole Ross County 
country boy decided he would fly across the pond and visit them! After a snafu with the flight to New York, I 
arrived, a day late, in Dublin Ireland on September 28th. They picked me up in the town of Roscrea, after a two 
and a half hour bus ride from the airport.

Betsy had every day planned. We saw several castle ruins, a castle renovated, and a castle lived in; we 
visited several very old churches and cemeteries; we watched boats go through locks on the River Shannon, and 
the Grand Canal; I had a “Traditional Irish Breakfast”; I drank my first Guinness; I experienced an original Irish 
Pub with Irish folk songs; I seen what it was like to have everyone drive on the wrong side of the road; we 
walked a lot everywhere we went; visited the “Milk Market” that was started over 170 years ago; saw a 
“rotating” bridge (that there only two like it in the world); spent a couple days clearing brush on Owen and 
Mimie's farm; and visited several more pubs and restaurants, as well as Betsy's home cookin', I ate like a king!

They have a beautiful home in the town of  Banagher (Ban-a-her), built sometime in the 1700's. It was 
remodeled before they bought it, and was a very relaxing place to stay. The Post Office / Bank building adjoins 
their home, so only a few steps away. The well stocked grocery was 100 yards up the street (close enough that 
when we ran out of catsup on evening, Betsy simply walked up the street, for a new bottle, and was back before 
the fries got cold!). A pub and Thrift Store across the street. The River Shannon Harbor in walking distance. 
Several other eating establishments within walking distance. They looked long and hard to find a place, but 
when they decided on this one, it was perfect for them (and their 4 dogs and one cat). The dogs have adjusted to 
“city life” as they have a back yard to run in, and get walked every day.
 It was a trip of a lifetime for me, I greatly appreciate Betsy and Ramie's hospitality, and the chance to 
experience Ireland and it's rich history!

Banagher House      Mimi @ The Milk Market BYOB Restaurant     Logan
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December 8th

Annual Meeting and CHRISTmas Party!!

At The Pike County Fish and Game Club in Waverly.  The cost will be
$20 per person and members should feel free to bring guests.  Please

RSVP no later then December 1st.  We will have our traditional “steal-a-
gift exchange” at the party, so please bring one wrapped gift for each

person in your party (so your guests can participate too!). 
Participation is voluntary. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________

EMAIL_______________________________________________________________

If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________

  New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640

Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

Kate and her “Steal-a-gift”

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661

       Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second 
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville 
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center


